Running Head: The Metamorphosis


3








The Metamorphosis
Student Name
Institution Affiliations
Date




Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]This article has based the book, 'The Metamorphosis' written by Franz Kafka and published in the year 1915, and released to the public domain in January 1999. The book tells a narrative of a salesman by the name Gregor Samsa who changed into a giant insect. Gregor's room appears normal but he is unable to move out of bed because of the changes in his body. He is disgusted with the changes in his body and wonders how he is going to inform his family and his boss on how he is going to leave his job, which the family depends on.
     	Thesis Statement: 
In the book, the narrator’s language denotes Gregor and Grete’s power as contrived, as they are each cosigned to the position and identity to signify a feeble and objectified state.

Discuss the implications of words that signify a dichotomy in power. 
There is a creation of power when Gregor falls sick and Grete takes over the family responsibility. For instance, the narrator asks, “What if Gregor reported in sick” (pg. 6). Gregor considers his current state as a sickness and a reason for not reporting to work. This resulted in him losing his job after his boss shows up at Gregor's home with a doctor and finding him not sick but transformed into an insect. Gregor falling sick and losing his job gives Grete power she did not have before and responsibility for him and the family. Additionally, the narrator quotes, “The sister, who had taken on a job as a salesgirl…" (pg. 54) the position of the salesperson has shifted from Gregor to his sister Grete. The salesperson has been used to indicate the acquisition of power. At this moment, Grete has been given Gregor's power of providing for the family. These two incidents show the division of power in the house and support the thesis statement that Gregor and Grete's power is deliberately given by the writer.


Discuss the implications of the language that demonstrates a literal and sinister significance as it pertains to the exploitation of the working class
The author also uses open words to give Grete and Gregor power. The narrator says, “From his window he was peering out at a featureless wasteland, in which the gray heaven and the gray earth had merged and were indistinguishable” (pg. 38). The narrator uses the words ‘featherless wasteland’ to show how hopeless Gregor’s life has turned into. This speech supports the thesis statement since heaven and earth as used show that Gregor is powerless in his current state. Moreover, the narrator uses sleep to indicate the possibility of something bad happening. Gregor says, "Why don't I sleep a little longer?" (pg. 4). Gregor is the boss' minion at work, but he is not bothered by what is going to happen to him when he is late for work.  The word sleep is used to mean sleep but an indication of bad things. The author gives Gregor the power momentarily to sleep and neglect work but regrets it later when he is fired by his boss. The statement supports that at moment, Gregor's in the context is contrived.

Discuss the implications of the language that signifies Grete’s relegated state.
Grete is given an inferior job of taking care of Gregor's needs, and this creates power for her. The narrator is most cases refer to Grete using the pronouns 'she' and her. This shows feminism criticism since Grete has a name that has to be addressed by it. The narrator uses these pronouns when Grete starts taking Grete of her brother Gregor after he's transformed into an animal and loses his job. Grete is undermined by the narrator when she is mentioned using pronouns instead of her name. This is contrary to how Gregor is addressed. Despite him being an animal, Gregor is addressed by his name in all the incidents. The writer has given Gregor unintended powers.  Also, the narrator says, the sister got better and more successful in covering the awkwardness displayed by Gregor (pg.38). This implies that Grete became more powerful in decision making due circumstances at hand and not by choice. This statement supports the discussion at hand that Grete and Gregor’s power are imposed. 

Discuss the implications of words that signify punishment for a transgression that denotes rebellion.
Besides, rebellion has also been used in the context to give Gregor and Grete power. The phrase “the apple that is lodged into Gregor’s back” (pg. 51) is used by the narrator to show rebellion. An apple is the tool for punishment and logged is the consequence of the rebellion. Grete obtains power from this incidence when she prevents the father from harming Gregor. Also, Gregor is denied food by his family when they get tired of taking care of him.”Gregor ate hardly anything anymore,” the narrator quoted (pg. 60). Gregor was denied food by his family after he caused his mother an accident to punish him for his rebelliousness of moving around the whole house. Gregor goes locks himself in the room later dies of neglect from the family. The argument that Grete’s power is given rather than earned if further cemented.
Discuss the implication of language that describes a human as non-human.
The writer also uses magnified animal status to give Gregor power. The narrator describes Gregor as "a monstrous venomous bug" (pg. 1). Numerous implies that Gregor is powerful. The animalistic status of Gregor enabled him to move anywhere in the hose without any difficulty. He could climb walls and go through cracks on the walls. Despite Gregor being a small bug, he was powerful in the animal world. Besides, a 'bug' is a small animal that can be easily killed. The narrator refers to Gregor as a bug, dehumanizing him and making him powerless. Contrary to this statement, Grete acquires her family position as breadwinner from this current Gregor's State. This Statement describing Gregor as an animal give both Gregor and Grete power based on circumstances, supporting the thesis statement. 

Conclusion
In the book, the narrator's language denotes Gregor and Grete's power as created purposely, as they are each joined to identity and position that signifies a weak and objectified state. Gregor is given power despite him being an insect. The aspects of language and symbolism discussed to support the thesis statement that Gregor and Grete's power is created. Gregor accepts his state and lives with it positively; he respects hi family despite the mistreatment he gets. Similarly, Grete takes care of Gregor by cleaning his room and preparing for his food. She tries as much until the family forces her to stop and they employ a maid to take care of Gregor's personal needs.  
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